The Brownstone Workshop

Yasmeen Abdur-Rahman

 (home) 919-553-8897 or (mobile) 919-262-3906

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILING A COMPLAINT FOR DIVORCE
THE FOLLOWING FOUR DOCUMENTS ARE REQUIRED WHEN FILING FOR DIVORCE:

1. COMPLAINT FOR DIVORCE: GROUNDS – CHOOSE ONE

· Irreconcilable Differences – You may file after a period of six months for reasons, which make it appear that the marriage should be dissolved.

· 18 Month Separation – If you and your spouse have been living separate and apart for 18 consecutive months, you may file a complaint for divorce with the 18 months separation as grounds.

· Extreme Cruelty – You may file three months after the last act of cruelty occurred.

· Desertion – You must wait 12 months after the desertion occurs before filing your complaint.

· Adultery – There is no waiting period.

2. CERTIFICATION OF VERIFICATION AND NON-COLLUSION (complete and sign)

3. AFFIDAVIT OF INSURANCE COVERAGE (complete and sign)

4. CONFIDENTIAL LITIGANT INFORMATION SHEET (complete and sign)

An original and a copy of the completed documents should be filed in the FINANCE OFFICE, ROOM 111, WILENTZ JUSTICE COMPLEX, 212 WASHINGTON STREET, NEWARK, NJ.

INFORMATION REQUIRED WHEN FILING:

· Full name, address and date of birth of each party, including children.

· Where the children presently reside and with whom.

· A statement of any previous family-related court actions between the parties.

· A statement of facts upon which venue is based, if not otherwise stated.
FILING FEES

Yasmeen’s Fee:
$400.00 (non-refundable)




Paid in full before paperwork starts.
Court Fee: 

$250.00
1. If there are NO CHILDREN involved

2. If there are NO ACTIVE RESTRAINING ORDERS

3. If the child(ren) are emancipated

OR

Court Fee: 

$275.00
1. If there are CHILDREN involved

2. If there are SUPPORT, VISITATION, OR CUSTODY issues*
Filing fees may be waived by the court upon application.

PARENT EDUCATION PROGRAM
*The Parent Program is mandated by N.J.S.A. 2A: 34-12. The law requires that parents filing for divorce in which custody, parenting time, or child support are relief’s to be considered by the court in the complaint, answer, or counterclaim, must attend the Parent Education Program sponsored by the court. Parents are required to attend the workshop separately, the fee is $25.00. The program is designed to enlighten parents of the child’s needs during the separation and divorce, identifies resources for parents during and following the divorce, introduces parents to mediation as a method of resolving custody and parenting time disputes and provides an overview of the potential cost of divorce, use of the child support guidelines and child support enforcement services. Parties that have an active domestic violence restraining order are exempt from attending the program. Additionally, at the discretion of the court, upon written request and by court order only, parties may have their attendance at the program waived.

**IF THERE IS AN ACTIVE RESTRAINING ORDER (DOMESTIC VIOLENCE) OR YOUR CHILD(REN) ARE EMANCIPATED, YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO ATTEND THE PARENT EDUCATION WORKSHOP.

CASH, CHECK OR MONEY ORDERS ARE ACCEPTED WHEN FILING A COMPLAINT FOR DIVORCE.

